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time was ripe for seeing the fruition of the movement
after the bitter struggle lasting well over a decade. Repre-
sentatives of the colonies went to England and prevailed
upon the British Cabinet to accept their draft constitution
almost in toto. Mr. Chamberlain introduced the motion
for acceptance of the constitution in the House of Commons,
and, while commending it to the approval of the House, he
paid a glowing tribute to the memory of Sir Henry Parkes *
whose ceaseless efforts had borne fruit after his death.
Parliament finally passed with very little change the
measure, which became the l Act of Parliament establishing
the Commonwealth of Australia, 9 July, 1900.' The
passing of this Act demonstrated to the world the value of
partnership in the Empire.
(vii)   The Union of South Africa.
The Dutch were the first to colonise South Africa. The
English, who had to round the Cape of Good Hope on their
way to India, felt the necessity of having some settlements
at the Cape and therefore they settled there. But the
discovery of gold and diamond mines in the interior encour-
aged the influx of the colonists into the central parts of the
country. Even then their number did not increase very
much on account of the nature and climate of the country.
The wars between Holland and England resulted in the
passing of the Dutch colonies in South Africa into English
hands.
* " And among those who laboured in this movement I think it would
be ungrateful not to mention the name of Sir Henry Parkes. Sir Henry
Parkes was certainly a most remarkable individuality, he had his peculia-
rities as most of us have, but no one would deny that he was a man of great
capacity, of great power of work, of great resource, and of intense local
patriotism ; and I think today, when the consummation of the work for
which he laboured so long is clearly within sight, we may well bear his
memory in respectful regard."
A. B, Keith, ' Speeches and Documents on Colonial Policy,1 vol. I,
pp, 340-341.